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Baird 
Banks 
Barr 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice (OK) 
Biggs 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Brady 
Brooks 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cawthorn 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Comer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Davidson 
Davis, Rodney 
DesJarlais 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Emmer 
Estes 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garcia (CA) 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 

Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hagedorn 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hartzler 
Hern 
Herrell 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Jackson 
Jacobs (NY) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
McCarthy 
McClain 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 
Meijer 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 

Moore (UT) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunes 
Obernolte 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (SC) 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Valadao 
Van Duyne 
Walberg 
Walorski 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—5 

Buchanan 
Burchett 

Castor (FL) 
Fulcher 

Pence 

b 1732 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 

RESOLUTION 8, 117TH CONGRESS 

Aderholt 
(Moolenaar) 

Amodei 
(Balderson) 

DeFazio (Davids 
(KS)) 

DeSaulnier 
(Matsui) 

Garcı́a (IL) 
(Garcia (TX)) 

Hoyer (Brown) 
Johnson (TX) 

(Jeffries) 

Kelly (IL) 
(Jeffries) 

Kirkpatrick 
(Stanton) 

Lawson (FL) 
(Evans) 

Lieu (Beyer) 
Lowenthal 

(Beyer) 
Meng (Clark 

(MA)) 
Mullin (Cole) 
Napolitano 

(Correa) 

Pappas (Kuster) 
Payne (Pallone) 
Ruiz (Aguilar) 
Rush 

(Underwood) 
Sewell (DelBene) 
Torres (NY) 

(Clark (MA)) 
Vela (Gomez) 
Velázquez 

(Jeffries) 
Waters (Takano) 
Wilson (FL) 

(Hayes) 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 3093 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I seek to 
be removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 3093. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s request is accepted. 

CONGRATULATING MICHAEL PAUL 
WILLIAMS ON WINNING PUL-
ITZER PRIZE 
(Mr. MCEACHIN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Michael Paul 
Williams, a columnist from the Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch, the primary 
newspaper of record for the Common-
wealth, which is located in my district. 

Mr. Williams was recently awarded 
the Pulitzer Prize for Commentary. He 
is the first Pulitzer Prize recipient at 
the Times-Dispatch since 1948. 

Throughout his nearly 40-year career, 
he has been a dedicated and effective 
journalist who has focused much of his 
work on issues of race and racial in-
equality in Virginia. 

The first commentator of color at the 
Times-Dispatch, he has provided 
unique, insightful, and impactful com-
mentary that has sparked public dis-
course, helped shape narratives and un-
derstandings of race in Virginia, and 
challenged readers to consider the in-
equities that communities of color 
face. 

It is with great honor that I con-
gratulate Michael Paul Williams for 
his award-winning commentary on the 
issues impacting our communities in 
Richmond. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM WEEK 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize Reli-
gious Freedom Week. Religious Free-
dom Week began on Monday and runs 
through June 29. 

Freedom of religion is a fundamental 
human right. Our Founding Fathers 
made sure it would always be pro-
tected. The First Amendment protects 
freedom of religion along with the free-
dom of speech and the freedom of the 
press. 

This assurance of freedom gives us 
all the opportunity to openly practice 
and speak our beliefs. It allows me to 
speak on the House floor right now. 

The United States is a place where 
all faiths can be peacefully practiced 
free from the fear of persecution. 

The very foundation of our Nation, a 
place of freedom and liberty for all, 
was conceived by individuals in search 
of religious freedom. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States of 
America will always be a beacon of 
light in the world, and we will always 
protect our fundamental, unified com-
mitment of religious freedom because 
no person should live in fear for their 
beliefs. 

f 

FRIVOLOUS LAWSUITS BLOCK 
FOREST CLEANUPS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, access 
to our public lands is being cut off by 
road closures throughout the national 
forests in Region 5. The U.S. Forest 
Service is citing public safety concerns 
due to hazardous trees from past fire 
seasons. 

But this blocks the public from ac-
cessing the public lands, and it also 
prevents those roads being used as 
evacuation routes or access points to 
fight fires in coming seasons. 

One road that has been closed, the 
Greyback Road in the Rogue River- 
Siskiyou National Forest in northern 
California, is a California Office of 
Emergency Services designated evacu-
ation route for the town of Happy 
Camp, California. If Highway 96 is 
blocked, this is the only other way out 
of Happy Camp. 

Litigation is preventing the U.S. For-
est Service from working with private- 
sector partners to clean up the forests. 
For example, in the Mendocino Na-
tional Forest, 300,000 acres burned in 
2018. The Forest Service wanted to do 
4,700 acres, a tiny 2 percent of that, yet 
it was blocked by a lawsuit from doing 
that cleanup work. 

Without offering the salvage timber 
sale, that means it is going to cost tax-
payers $5.5 million instead of being 
able to recover some of the money. 

This litigation harms the public by 
leaving hazardous trees and snags out 
in the forest, which create safety issues 
and become fuel for the next fire sea-
son. 

We must reform NEPA and ESA. 
f 

HONORING FORMER 
CONGRESSMAN PAUL MITCHELL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Ms. SLOTKIN) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to join several of my colleagues 
tonight to recognize our former col-
league, Mr. Paul Mitchell. 

Paul was recently diagnosed with 
cancer, and so many of us wanted to 
send our well-wishes that we decided 
the best way we could do it was from 
the well of the House, a place that Paul 
Mitchell loved and spent so much of his 
time. 

Paul represented Michigan’s 10th Dis-
trict in our State’s thumb from 2017 
until his retirement just this year. In 
that time, he proved himself to be the 
kind of principled, practical leader 
that Michigan is known for. 

Paul knew that the path to good gov-
ernment runs through reaching across 
the aisle. The proof is in his record. 
Paul was intentional about ensuring 
key legislation be introduced in a bi-
partisan fashion, and the folks he drew 
to his legislation ran the gamut of the 
political spectrum. 

Paul was an advocate for students, 
for investing in innovation, and for 
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economic development. Whether you 
were on the left or the right, Paul 
worked with you to get things done. 

These days, some might call that be-
havior an independent, being a mav-
erick. But to us, that was just Paul. 

When he announced his retirement in 
July 2019 in order to spend more time 
with his family, we, of course, wished 
him all the best. But I also felt a 
twinge of sadness in losing a funny, 
charming, and humble servant leader. 

He charted his own course in Con-
gress as both a legislator and a friend. 
His presence is deeply missed in this 
Chamber. 

Earlier this month, we received the 
news that Paul had been diagnosed 
with renal cancer. Weeks before, he had 
had emergency surgery to remove a 
mass and a blood clot that had moved 
to his heart. His doctors at Henry Ford 
Macomb Hospital estimated a 10 per-
cent chance of survival, but true to 
form, Paul pulled through. 

I am happy to announce that last 
night Paul went home to his family in 
Dryden. He has a long road of recovery 
ahead of him, one that will require 
things like physical therapy and 
immunotherapy, but Paul is approach-
ing his recovery with a typical can-do 
approach. 

We want to send him all of our love 
and all of our strength for recovery, 
those of us who spent so much time 
with him. Here assembled, we have 
members of the Michigan delegation 
and members of the Problem Solvers 
Caucus, two groups that spent a ton of 
time with Paul Mitchell. 

Mr. Speaker, it is, therefore, my 
privilege to turn the floor over to some 
of those friends to recognize him in the 
place that we know he loved so much. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN). 

b 1745 

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank Ms. SLOTKIN for yielding and 
for organizing this Special Order in 
honor of our dear friend, Paul Mitchell. 

Mr. Speaker, I represent parts of 
Macomb and Oakland counties. And 
during my first term in Congress, Paul 
and I shared representation of Macomb. 
Paul represented the northern part; I 
represent the southern part. And while 
there were plenty of policies we dis-
agreed on, there were a lot of things we 
connected on, too. 

We wanted to bring better water in-
frastructure to Macomb. And, Paul, I 
am still working on it, and we are 
going to get there. 

We talked about our shared history 
in the workforce world. Paul was a real 
leader in workforce policy through his 
company, and I used to run the State 
workforce system in Michigan. And he 
was a real leader and a thought leader 
in that area. And, Paul, I am trying to 
carry that on as best I can, too, as we 
look towards WIOA reauthorization. 

And when we did spar over policy po-
sitions, it wasn’t mean-spirited. In 
fact, it was really close to my ideal of 

what it means to serve in this body. It 
was real, honest debate, the kind I was 
happy to have and honored to have. 

Paul and I now share one more con-
nection, and it is one we didn’t share. 
As a two-time cancer survivor, I know 
what it is like to get that diagnosis, 
and I know the stress and the pain that 
Paul and his family are facing. It is 
something I wouldn’t wish on anyone, 
and I am devastated that they have to 
go through it. 

I want Paul to know that Mary and I 
are thinking about you and praying for 
you as your treatment begins, and that 
I am here to lend an ear or even talk 
through this experience, the same way 
that you did for me when I was just 
coming to Congress. You were one of 
the most generous colleagues I knew. 

Mr. Speaker, I was lucky to have a 
neighbor like Paul Mitchell, and I look 
forward to the day we can celebrate 
your remission, Paul, and joust happily 
once again over the issues of the day. 

God bless you. 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on this Special 
Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

to the gentlewoman from Virginia (Ms. 
SPANBERGER). 

Ms. SPANBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my dear colleague from Michi-
gan for putting together this Special 
Order for us to talk about our former 
colleague—and for so many of us—our 
friend, Representative Paul Mitchell. 

Mr. Speaker, I first had the oppor-
tunity to meet Representative Mitchell 
on the floor of the House when his 
youngest son was visiting. We were on 
the House floor, entering our cards in 
for a vote, and Paul’s son wanted to 
help push the voting button for dif-
ferent Members. Paul, at that time, 
was a Republican; I am a Democrat. 
And if you gave your card to Paul’s 
son, he would invariably vote with the 
Republicans, regardless of who you 
were. So there were quite a few en-
gaged Democrats who thought they 
were being so kind letting a child vote, 
who had to run over to the well right 
behind me to change their vote, be-
cause, indeed—I believe he was 10 at 
the time—a 10-year-old had somehow 
mischievously voted incorrectly. 

Paul was simultaneously delighted 
by what was a bit of a funny experience 
on the House floor, but also a little bit 
embarrassed that people were running 
over, 

That was Paul. He would bring, and 
does bring, joy to every meeting. He is 
a serious person, focused on policy, fo-
cused on truth, on reality, on the 
things that matter to him, which were: 
his incredible career in business, on his 
wonderful family, eminently proud of 

his children; and, particularly, always 
willing to draw on his personal experi-
ences in business, as a parent—as a 
parent of a law enforcement officer—to 
find commonality and to advocate for 
the things that he believes in. 

And during our time in Congress, I 
was so grateful to serve on the Problem 
Solvers Caucus, or to be part of the 
Problem Solvers Caucus with Paul, 
where invariably during our weekly 
meetings, he would be a jovial part of 
those meetings, focused on the hard 
work of legislating, but also on bring-
ing a bit of humanity and commonality 
to the people gathered around the 
table, sometimes engaging in very, 
very difficult conversations. 

Paul made the very hard decision to 
retire after his terms in Congress. It 
was one that, as a friend, I heard him 
talk through the pros, the cons, wheth-
er he was ready to leave this place. A 
place that, while he was here, he so 
deeply loved, and a place where I be-
lieve as a colleague, I saw him make a 
significant impact. But ultimately, 
with a young child at home, a beautiful 
farm with lots of sheep, and a renewed 
interest in a love of racing, Paul did 
decide that it was time for him to re-
tire. 

Since his retirement, I have been a 
friend who has been on the receiving 
end of so many photos, as I am sure so 
many of our colleagues here have been, 
of snowy days on the farm in Michigan, 
beautiful views of the water, and race 
cars. 

As a Virginian, we have a NASCAR 
racetrack just on the line of my dis-
trict—I generally like to claim it. And 
Paul was scheduled before his diagnosis 
to come to Virginia for a race. And I 
just thought how hysterical is that for 
a man I used to talk hard policy issues 
and debate policy and disagree—some-
times very fervently—with is now 
going to be literally racing through my 
district—or just adjacent—in his race 
car. 

So I look forward to the time when 
Paul—because he is a fighter, regard-
less of any diagnosis—I think we know 
that he is intent on getting back in his 
race car, back to his farm, and cer-
tainly continuing to be engaged and fo-
cused. 

I look forward to the time when we 
could welcome him in Virginia for him 
to race around the track. I am unsure 
whether or not I may choose to enter 
into that vehicle with him, but I might 
stand on the sidelines and cheer. 

Mr. Speaker, Paul was an incredible 
friend. He was an incredibly good Mem-
ber of Congress, because at every mo-
ment, he just was focused on what was 
right. I know that is how he was in 
business, in his personal life before he 
came here. I know that is how he con-
tinues to be. 

Certainly, as a new Member of Con-
gress, witnessing someone who has al-
ways genuinely shown kindness and 
heart, every conversation he had here 
in the Halls of Congress was a great ex-
ample to me. I am so proud to have 
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served with him during his time in 
Congress, but far more than that, I am 
deeply honored to call Paul Mitchell a 
friend, a real friend, and deeply hon-
ored to know that he is someone who 
will always stand up for truth, who will 
always stand up for what is right, who 
will always stand up for his family, for 
his friends, and for his country. 

So my dear friend, I wish you the 
very best as you continue in your re-
covery. We are all thinking of you. I 
am so grateful for your friendship. 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, in honor 
of Mr. Mitchell, we will now start 
going Democrat-Republican, Demo-
crat-Republican to demonstrate our bi-
partisanship. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. MEIJER). 

Mr. MEIJER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleague from the great State of 
Michigan, and I guess, I would thank 
Paul for all of the service he has given 
this body, has given our country, has 
given our State. 

The morning when I was supposed to 
first meet Paul, was the same morning 
that he announced that he was not run-
ning for reelection. He defined that 
spirit of making decisive moves. 

It is no secret that for the freshman 
class who have entered, the past 6 
months have been less than normal. I 
take the assurances of my colleagues, 
who have been in this body for many 
terms, that what we have seen so far 
has been atypical. But I cannot thank 
Paul enough for the example that he 
set, for the wisdom that he shared, and 
for his perennial, ever-blunt honesty. 

All too often people, especially poli-
ticians, can walk and dance and do a 
jig around the truth. And Paul was al-
ways incredibly clear about where he 
stood and what he believed. So I am 
grateful for the friendship that I have 
been able to develop with him as a 
freshman, and I look forward to many 
more of those moments. 

I want Paul and his family to know 
that he is in our prayers. My wife, 
Gabrielle, and I will keep him in our 
prayers. The challenges that he is deal-
ing with are being felt by too many, 
but I am proud to call him a friend as 
he continues to fight on. 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
UPTON). 

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for doing this, and I 
am sorry to sort of jump people in line, 
but we are in a committee markup, so 
I have to get back. 

Mr. Speaker, I have to say that my 
friend, Paul Mitchell, grew up the eld-
est of seven kids. Literally, a natural 
born leader of the pack. He was the 
first of his extended family to graduate 
from college. He has noted that his 
mom raised him to believe that those 
with talents and resources were ex-
pected by God to make a difference in 
the world. And by God, he did. 

Tenacious and focused like a laser 
beam, he set and met goals. A scrappy 
fighter, he has now met his most formi-

dable foe, that is for sure, and he is all 
in for that fight. 

And in a text that I got from him a 
little bit earlier today, he said, ‘‘as you 
know, I am one tough cuss.’’ 

Yes, Paul, you are. And you know 
what, everybody knows it—not only 
your Republican and Democratic col-
leagues, but certainly the former Presi-
dent, and probably all of your constitu-
ents back in Michigan as well. You are 
a tough cuss. 

Yesterday, my colleague, DIANA 
DEGETTE, and I introduced a discussion 
draft called 21st Century Cures 2.0. 

Mr. Speaker, 392 of us in this Cham-
ber, including Paul, voted for the 21st 
Century Cures enacted in 2016, which 
expedites the approval of new drugs. 
This bill that we are working on now, 
2.0, could well indeed speed the ap-
proval of new drugs even faster. So it 
indeed could be the very lifeline for 
Paul and so many like him—thousands 
of Americans and around the world— 
that somehow are impacted by this ter-
rible disease that we all want to sur-
vive. 

Paul’s life is characterized by exceed-
ing expectations, defying the odds. And 
we know that is what he intends to do 
now, for sure. And if anybody can, it is 
Paul. So we are with you, Paul—you 
may be watching—every step of the 
way. All of us. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
Paul’s farewell address that he stated 
back in July of 2019 as part of this trib-
ute. 

REPRESENTATIVE PAUL MITCHELL’S (MI–10) 
FLOOR REMARKS ON WEDNESDAY JULY 24, 2019 

Madam Speaker, America is an amazing 
place and we too often as Americans take 
that for granted. Opportunities exist in this 
country that simply aren’t available in much 
of the world. And my life is an example of 
the many possibilities in the United States 
of America. 

I ask you: Where else can a kid born into 
poverty, beginning life in a subsidized hous-
ing project, become a national legislator? 
Yet—here I stand as a Member of Congress. 

In how many countries can the oldest of 
seven children with parents that were an 
hourly autoworker and a Salvation Army of-
fice manager become the first in their ex-
tended family to graduate from college, 
build a career and become CEO of a major 
workforce development company and, after 
retiring, be elected to Congress? 

America is truly a unique and special place 
that we must love and respect with all our 
heart and soul. 

My mother raised me to believe that those 
with talents and/or resources were expected 
by God to make a difference in the world. I 
have tried to do that throughout my life. 

My mission for 35 years was to assist peo-
ple in identifying and securing career oppor-
tunities. My professional career allowed me 
to support my family while assisting adults 
of all ages and backgrounds develop skills to 
support their families and build careers. 

I assisted individuals ranging from laid off 
steel workers and autoworkers to long term 
public assistance recipients develop the 
skills they needed to secure a job and build 
a new career. 

I worked with individuals requiring lit-
eracy education or ESL and adults that had 
worked in the same job for years and sud-
denly found their jobs and industries had 

evaporated, and their lives turned upside 
down. 

I worked, in some way or another, with 
tens of thousands of people searching for as-
sistance in securing a job and a career path. 

I believed then, and I continue to believe, 
that most Americans find value and oppor-
tunity in working—sometimes they just need 
a hand and assistance to overcome adversity. 

I brought that passion and commitment to 
Washington. I was, and remain, committed 
to making a difference in the world. I lit-
erally approached being a Member of Con-
gress like my earlier career—full tilt and 
leaving no stone unturned to have a mean-
ingful impact, and to make a difference on 
issues where I could. 

It is an honor to stand on this floor, debate 
issues, and represent the people of Michi-
gan’s 10th Congressional District. I am proud 
to be among the 12,500 or so Americans that 
have had the privilege of serving in Congress. 

But I have also begun asking myself about 
making a difference for my family. My chil-
dren of all ages—but the youngest just nine 
years old—have accepted their dad traveling 
this country extensively, working a demand-
ing schedule, and frequently interrupting 
‘‘family time’’ with calls, emails and text 
messages. My spouse Sherry has been so sup-
portive and more patient than probably war-
ranted. 

A career in Washington has never been my 
objective. My objective has always been sim-
ply to work to address significant challenges 
this nation faces: health care, immigration, 
and infrastructure for example. 

However, it appears to me that rhetoric 
overwhelms policy, and politics consumes 
much of the oxygen in this city. 

The time has come to make a difference 
for my family—to focus my time and energy 
upon them—their needs and goals. 

As George Washington is quoted: ‘‘I would 
rather be on my farm than emperor of the 
world.’’ 

As a result—I have decided I will not seek 
to continue to represent Michigan’s 10th Dis-
trict next term. After serving out the re-
mainder of the 116th Congress—I will return 
to my family and our small farm.. 

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
ELISSA, again, for organizing this time 
for many of his friends that would like 
to say a few words tonight and push 
him forward to get to that finish line 
and come back. 

God bless you. 
Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 

the gentleman. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-

woman from Michigan (Ms. STEVENS). 
Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 

my colleague, Congresswoman 
SLOTKIN, for organizing this tribute 
session to our friend and former col-
league, Paul Mitchell. 

It is very symbolic of what it is like 
to be a member of the Michigan delega-
tion. There are 14 of us—7 Democrats, 7 
Republicans—representing a State of 
just a little over 10 million people. And 
yet, we come together time and time 
again to champion matters and issues 
for our State, whether it is the Great 
Lakes or veterans’ issues or our auto-
motive industry. 

Mr. Speaker, that is exactly what we 
are doing here today. We are standing 
up for our friend who is in a fight—a 
fight against cancer. And we are doing 
it on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives, for this man loves the 
floor of the House of Representatives. 
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So there is no place more symbolic 
than this to tell Paul, ‘‘You have got 
this.’’ 

Sherry, you have got this. And to 
your kids, who I know you love dearly, 
we are standing by you every step of 
the way. 

b 1800 

Paul was certainly a champion not 
only for the legislative process and the 
business of doing government right by 
people, but he was a champion for 
Michigan. And if you hear his words, if 
he has talked about his experience, his 
recent diagnosis, you hear Paul saying: 
This was a gift from God. This was a 
gift from God. 

Even when it got scary, because he is 
getting a little bit more of life. He is 
getting more of a chance to continue to 
push and to stand up for what he knows 
he has worked his life for, which is the 
creation of his wonderful family, and 
being in the State he loves so dearly. 

Paul, I will just tell you, I have so 
many fond memories of you. I have 
fond memories from learning from you 
on this very floor. I have fond memo-
ries of being at Chrysler with you, 
which was really exciting for a first- 
term Congresswoman to be alongside 
you, seeing the new vehicles, and hav-
ing discussions with the workforce at 
Chrysler in my district, but I know you 
have many Chrysler employees in the 
Michigan 10th District as well. 

So those are the memories and those 
are the things that we celebrate with 
your service and also with your contin-
ued dedication. So it is a real privilege 
and honor to be here with my col-
leagues, telling you, Paul: You have 
got this, you are going to keep going, 
and we are going to keep fighting an-
other day. 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
REED). 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I truly 
thank my colleague for organizing this 
Special Order this evening for our 
friend Paul Mitchell. 

Mr. Speaker, I come here this 
evening with no prepared remarks 
other than to make some comments, as 
shared by my colleagues about this 
great man. 

Paul Mitchell is truly a friend. Paul 
Mitchell is someone I have gotten to 
know over the years here in Congress, 
and watched him develop in his own 
right. I watched him become a very se-
rious and astute legislator. I watched 
him join the Problem Solvers Caucus 
that we started, and many of the col-
leagues have talked about the Problem 
Solvers Caucus. 

Paul came to us from leadership, and 
in that process he did some things, be-
cause that is a very special club, and 
we have some very special rules and 
commitments to each other. In order 
to fulfill those commitments and those 
terms of honor in serving in that cau-
cus with our colleagues, he dem-
onstrated publicly, privately, and to 
our fellow members of the Problem 

Solvers Caucus what it means to be an 
honorable Member of Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I will tell you, for that, 
I was forever grateful to have been in a 
position to encourage Paul to join the 
Problem Solvers Caucus. And he, in 
particular, one day exhibited that very 
limited leadership quality that is so 
lacking here in the United States 
House of Representatives today, in my 
opinion. He showed true courage, true 
statesmanship, true leadership. 

I just have to tell you, Paul, as we 
got the news about your diagnosis—and 
I am speaking to you directly here 
from the floor, Paul—we all imme-
diately came to your side. We all, im-
mediately in our thoughts, in our pray-
ers, in our bond of friendship, stood 
with you and your family. And we are 
standing with you and your family as 
you go through this next chapter of 
your life, and please know that you are 
not alone. 

To you and to your family, as a Mem-
ber of this body, as a member of the 
Problem Solvers Caucus, as a member 
serving your country, as a great cit-
izen, we all stand with you and your 
family as you go through this ordeal 
that you face. 

That being said, I join with my col-
leagues in saying, We know Paul 
Mitchell. We know your heart, Paul. 
We know your tenacity and your perse-
verance. And we know you are going to 
get through this, and you are going to 
get through this in a way only Paul 
Mitchell can get through it. 

So as we come here today to give 
some fine words on behalf of you, Paul, 
and on behalf of your family, know we 
are also sending more than words. We 
are sending our shoulders to cry upon; 
our shoulders to lean upon; and, as you 
have exhibited over the years, even a 
shoulder to laugh upon during this dif-
ficult time. 

And it is those lessons of life that 
you taught me, serving with you here 
in the House, that you cannot take life 
too seriously; that life is too short. 

That is why, as my colleagues noted, 
Paul retired to be with his young fam-
ily and his other children, to make 
sure that he kept his priorities 
straight. 

And you did, Paul. You put your fam-
ily, you put your health, and you put 
your future first in regards to the time 
of your life to make that decision to 
retire from this body. 

So I am just humbled to be here with 
my colleagues. I truly thank my col-
leagues on the Democratic side and on 
the Republican side for coming here to-
night to honor one of our best from the 
U.S. House of Representatives, Paul, 
and that is you. And for that, we will 
be forever grateful to be able to call 
you a friend; a colleague; and, in the 
end, a survivor. 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. REED for those heartfelt words. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. PHILLIPS), an-
other member of the Problem Solvers 
Caucus. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleague from Michigan and all 
my friends for this Special Order hour. 

Paul, you might not know this, but 
you are an important mentor of mine, 
one of the most important mentors I 
have had in my brief career in this 
Chamber. You represent the very most 
precious and sometimes rare of at-
tributes in the U.S. Congress, and that 
is principle. 

You are a man of principle at a time 
when our country needs that and you 
more than ever. You are a man of great 
intelligence and success and decency 
and empathy and honesty and integ-
rity. 

I remember my first conversation 
with Paul, we were speaking about 
higher education. And it was that con-
versation that reminded me that we 
can learn so much more from people of 
different perspectives than we do from 
those who are cut from the same cloth. 

And when Paul made the difficult but 
very principled decision to become an 
Independent at the end of his career 
here in Congress, he wrote a letter to 
the House Clerk to announce the 
change in affiliation, and the last line 
of the letter read: ‘‘While admittedly 
symbolic, we all know that symbols 
matter. We all know that symbols mat-
ter.’’ 

And when you retired from Congress, 
Paul, you said: ‘‘I can’t begin to ex-
press to you how difficult it is to say 
something like ‘I am done’ because I 
have never been done before.’’ 

And let me tell you, my friend, you 
are not done yet, and we sure as heck 
are not done with you. We love you, 
Paul, and America joins me in sending 
our love to you and yours as well. 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. PHILLIPS for his heartfelt words. 

In conclusion, Paul, as you can imag-
ine, we, of course, had our schedule 
changed 12 different times today. There 
are many, many more of our colleagues 
who are submitting official notes for 
the RECORD, and who are stuck in var-
ious places and will reach out directly. 

But to you and your family, for the 
legacy that you left in this place, 
please know that we see you, we recog-
nize you, we believe in your will to 
fight, and we are behind you 100 per-
cent. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues 
for joining on both sides of the aisle. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. WALBERG). 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman, and I wouldn’t have 
missed this. 

We have an Energy and Commerce 
markup that continues on. 

I guess through the chair to Paul, I 
wouldn’t miss the opportunity to en-
courage you, and express through the 
chair, Paul, my deep appreciation for 
you as a friend, as a colleague, as a 
fighter. 

Though I have not heard all the com-
ments of my colleagues, I am sure that 
they have said to you: We love you. We 
are pulling for you, for Sherry, for the 
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family. We are in your corner. But we 
also know that you are the one who has 
to fight this; and friends sometimes 
feel that, in a very unique way, it is a 
helpless feeling. 

As we think about you and pray for 
you, and as a co-chairman of the Con-
gressional Prayer Caucus, you probably 
ought to expect that I am praying for 
you, and I will. I am praying that God 
will give you strength, patience, endur-
ance, and even a joy in the process of 
what you are modeling to your family 
as you go through this. 

I know you are a tough guy. We have 
had our verbal battles together all the 
time, and I am not even going to admit 
today that you may have won on a few 
occasions. I know that you race cars, 
and you race cars not to lose, and you 
race cars to take that victory lap after 
you went through the checker flag. 
And right now we are expecting you to 
race, to give it your absolute best, to 
use all the resources necessary to con-
tinue on because your life is important 
to your family, to your friends, and to 
those of us who look on. 

If we admit, though you are going 
through a physical challenge that none 
of us are going through right now, but 
in the reality of life, none of us on the 
floor right here now have any more 
certainty about any longer time given 
to us than you have. I might not make 
it tomorrow. So it is important that we 
buy up the day that we have. And my 
prayers are that you are doing that in 
the challenges that you face, Paul, in 
the disappointments, in the discourage-
ments that come, and the dark hours 
at night. 

Yet there is someone. And I am not 
saying this to you simply because I am 
a preacher, even though I have gone to 
the dark side. I am saying it to you be-
cause my relationship with the Savior 
makes it possible for me to look to the 
future, whatever that future means, 
with hope, with certainty. The Jesus 
who I hope is a spirit I exude to my col-
leagues, my friends, my neighbors, and 
to you tonight, Paul, is the same one 
who said: I come that you might have 
life and have it abundantly. 

He is the same one who came to die 
for each of us and understands our 
needs. He is the same one who said: I 
am the resurrection and the life. He 
that believes in me, though he die—and 
we all will—yet shall he live. For who-
soever lives and believes in me shall 
never abide in death. 

That is an eternal thing. And, Paul, 
you and I have talked about those spir-
itual things as well. Pull on to your 
faith. You and Sherry pull on that 
faith. Let it strengthen you. Let it en-
courage you. Let the loving, loving 
Savior who gave himself for you and 
me and everyone give you the strength 
to battle on, to go on that racetrack of 
challenge and whatever, to find a cer-
tainty that in Him there is an eternity, 
there is an eternity that begins here 
and now. 

Paul, we love you. I love you. I will 
be praying for you. I am counting on 

you to do everything you can. I am 
counting on your family to be blessed 
because of the example you are setting. 
But I am also saying to you that we are 
going to keep on supporting you. God 
bless you, brother. 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. WALBERG for those kind words. 

Paul, I hope you know the strength 
that we are sending you, all of us on 
both sides of the aisle. We feel it, we 
have been talking about you and Sher-
ry and the kids constantly. And we 
hope that from our convening on you, 
you feel that strength and the power to 
fight back and beat this thing. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

f 
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REPUBLICANS ARE ADDRESSING 
THE MAJOR CRISES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. GIMENEZ) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the subject of my 
Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GIMENEZ. Mr. Speaker, during 

our time tonight, my colleagues and I 
will address the major crises happening 
here at home and happening abroad. 
Our message tonight will all have a 
consistent theme: House Republicans 
are leading the fight, whether it is pro-
tecting the Hyde amendment, taking 
action to fix President Biden’s eco-
nomic crisis, or holding China account-
able for the COVID–19 coverup once and 
for all. 

On the last point, the time has come 
for Congress to take seriously its job to 
hold China accountable for their role in 
the proliferation of the COVID–19 pan-
demic. This pandemic has killed over 
600,000 Americans, ruined the American 
economy, forced into closure many 
people’s livelihoods, and destabilized 
our way of life. 

Just as we did in the aftermath of 9/ 
11 and in response to the Great Reces-
sion, Speaker PELOSI and her col-
leagues on her side of the aisle cannot 
abdicate Congress’ constitutional re-
sponsibility to investigate the origins 
of COVID–19 and the roles both the Chi-
nese Communist Party and the World 
Health Organization played in pre-
venting an expeditious global response. 

A March 2020 report by the Univer-
sity of Southampton found that if 
interventions in China could have been 
conducted 1, 2, or 3 weeks earlier, then 
cases could have been reduced by 66 

percent, 86 percent, and 95 percent, re-
spectively. That is inexcusable. 

Luckily for the American people, Re-
publican Leader KEVIN MCCARTHY and 
House Republicans have a plan to hold 
China accountable and ensure an atroc-
ity such as the CCP virus never hap-
pens again. 

The American people deserve trans-
parency. That is why Congress must 
declassify information related to the 
origins of COVID–19. Yes, that includes 
any report that comes from President 
Biden’s recent requests. 

For far too long, the government has 
allowed individuals with known ties to 
the CCP or Chinese state-owned enter-
prises to benefit from American re-
search and innovation. That is why we 
must continue to pursue policies that 
curb any gains made by the Chinese 
Communist Party. 

It is also time for Congress to pro-
hibit the National Institutes of Health 
or any entity that receives grants and 
funding from NIH from conducting re-
search or spending resources on re-
search with malicious foreign actors. 
This includes China. Our taxpayer dol-
lars should not be going into arming 
our adversaries. 

Foreign policy is a crucial element in 
holding China accountable. Congress 
must compel the administration to flex 
its foreign policy posture and reform 
the World Health Organization. As 
more information comes forward, it is 
evident that the WHO was complicit in 
China’s coverup of the exploding pan-
demic. Their negligence is directly re-
sponsible for the loss of millions of 
lives. We need trusted actors such as 
Taiwan to form part of the organiza-
tion. 

In keeping in line with a tough for-
eign policy stance, Congress must im-
plement a new round of tough and de-
liberate sanctions on anyone—whether 
they are Chinese nationals with ties to 
the CPP or high-level executives at the 
World Health Organization—who will-
fully participated in the coverup of the 
COVID–19 pandemic and helped prevent 
a robust global response. Millions of 
lives are on their hands. 

Another tool at our disposal is for 
Congress to pass the resolution intro-
duced by my Florida colleague, Con-
gressman MICHAEL WALTZ, and Senator 
RICK SCOTT to prevent Beijing from 
hosting the Winter Olympics. 

Finally, we need to allow them to sue 
the Chinese Communist Party and any 
CCP official who participated in the 
coverup that killed over half a million 
Americans. They deserve no sovereign 
immunity. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for us to do 
our jobs and join Leader MCCARTHY and 
the House Republicans in holding 
China accountable, holding our adver-
saries accountable, and ensuring an 
atrocity such as this never happens 
again. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to intro-
duce the Congressman from Texas, 
Congressman VAN TAYLOR. Congress-
man VAN TAYLOR is a decorated Iraq 
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